
Supporting your child

Literacy & Numeracy

Junior School



Welcome to…

• Parents of children who attend Support

• HSCL Ms. Malone 

• SET Teachers





Supporting your child

Literacy 

Junior School



Aims of this presentation

Explain what the children 
are doing in school. 

Explain how you can help 
your child at home.  



Junior Infants

• Pre reading skills

• Jolly Phonics – Begins November, s,a,t,i,p,n

• Sight words – games



Senior Infants

• Jolly Phonics – single sounds 

• Sight words – The Big Horse

• Spellings – 2 each night (8/week)

• Letter formation



First Class

• Jolly Phonics – double sounds

• Sight words – Finn’s Dream.

• Writing independently – capital letters, full stops



Second Class

• Sight words – The Grumpy Teaspoon

• Spellings – games

• Writing – expanding sentences



Jolly Phonics activities
Junior & Senior Infants

• Jolly Phonics songs – YouTube

• Letter sound videos – YouTube (Little Fox; 
Geraldine Giraffe)

• I spy

• Look for sounds while reading



Sight Word games
Junior Infants - Second Class 

• Fastest finger/fly swatter

• Sight word hunt

• Memory game

• Build the word



Writing
Junior Infants-Second Class

• Letter formation

• Capital letters, full stops, finger spaces

• Putting sight words/spellings into sentences



Spellings
Senior Infants – Second Class 

• Look, Cover, Say, Write, Check

• Dice game

• Spellings race



Read, read, read!

• Read everyday

• Blanchardstown Library

• What is your child interested in?

• Reading materials - variety



Tips

• Praise efforts

• Share the reading

• Know when to put the book away

• Pause – clues



Word 
detective!

• Picture clues

• Look at the first sound

• Skip the word and read on

• Reread the sentence



Apps

Bookbug’s songs and rhymes    Hairy Phonics 1       ABC Preschool Playground       Me Books



Online Resources

• http://www.starfall.com/

• https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/

• http://www.storylineonline.net/library/

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/

http://www.starfall.com/
https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/
http://www.storylineonline.net/library/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/


Numeracy
How to help your child at home 



Positive Attitude Towards Maths 

 Try to focus on one area of Maths at a time

 Find out where your child is at and go from there, 

even if it’s small steps

 Let your child tell you what they feel that they 

struggle with

 Check the school report 

 Make it fun 

 Make no comparisons between children, just 

comparisons between your child’s personal progress



Maths Language 

Junior and Senior Infant Maths Language

 Addition

• + “and”

• = “altogether makes”, “is the same as”,

• E.g. 1+2=3 

• “1 and 2 altogether makes 3”

• “1 and 2 is the same as 3”

• “ 3 is the same as 1 and 2”

 Subtraction

• - “take away”

• = “is the same as”, “leaves”

• E.g. 2-1=1 

• “2 take away 1 leaves 1”

First and Second Class Maths Language

 Addition

• + “plus”

 Subtraction

• - “minus”

• = “equals”

 Tens and Units

 Look at the language that is in your child’s maths book

 Do not use a different method at home as this can confuse your child. Let your child show you what they 

do in class.  



Maths is all around us…

Look for shapes outside. 

Count things. Try skip counting too. (skip 

count in 5s, 10s, 2s, 3s….) 

Look for numbers in the environment. 



Maths at home

Put family birthdays into a 

calendar. 

Weigh ingredients when baking

Discuss the time of different 

events such as a TV show or dinner. 

Use coins to pay for items

Play board games with a dice. 

Play cards. 

Close eyes and 

count the marbles 

as they

fall into the jar.  



School Blog
 Videos for parents are available in the blog.

 On the right-hand side click ‘Maths Week’.  



School Homework Diary
 Use your child’s homework diary (1st and 2nd

Class) to assist with homework. 

Pages 20 and 21 for tables. Page 18 has a 100 square. 



How did you get that answer?

 The most important question you 
can ask

 Focus on the process and the 
strategies they used rather than 
on the answer

 Explore whether the same answer 
can be gotten a different way



Useful Websites 

 https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games

 https://parents.education.govt.nz/primary-school/learning-and-
development-at-home/ideas-to-help-with-reading-writing-and-
maths/#Year5

 https://ie.ixl.com/

 https://www.mathsisfun.com/long_division.html

 Youtube.com: Jack Hartman

https://parents.education.govt.nz/primary-school/learning-and-development-at-home/ideas-to-help-with-reading-writing-and-maths/#Year5
https://parents.education.govt.nz/primary-school/learning-and-development-at-home/ideas-to-help-with-reading-writing-and-maths/#Year5
https://ie.ixl.com/
https://www.mathsisfun.com/long_division.html
https://parents.education.govt.nz/primary-school/learning-and-development-at-home/ideas-to-help-with-reading-writing-and-maths/#Year5


Free Maths Apps

 Mangahigh

 King of Maths Junior

 Khan Academy Kids

https://parents.education.govt.nz/primary-school/learning-and-development-at-home/ideas-to-help-with-reading-writing-and-maths/#Year5
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